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Abstract 

This page will be your abstract, a short comprehensive summary of the paper. Your abstract 

should be no more than 250 words and will be in paragraph form with no indentions on the first 

line. This element is generally not required for student papers but your instructor may want one 

included in the paper, if it is not needed delete this page. At the end of the abstract you will list 

some of the keywords describing your paper. This line will be indented and Keywords will be in 

italics. 

 Keywords: student papers, APA style, APA format, writing tutorial 
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Title of Your Paper in Bold and Centered 

 Now you can start the body of your paper. This first section under the title acts as your 

introduction. You do not need to add a header for the introduction. This section should be a bout 

a paragraph or so depending on the required length and detail of your paper. 

First Level Header 

 This will be the first major section of your paper. The header will be centered and in 

bold. If this portion of your paper will be broken down into smaller sections use the headers to 

indicate that each is a subsection of the pervious heading level. There are five heading levels 

with each following their own capitalization, bold, italicized, and indentation rules. 

Second Level Header 

 The second level header will be flush with the left margin, be in bold, and all major 

words are capitalized. The text of this section starts as a new paragraph.  

Third Level Header 

 The third level header will be flush with the left margin, be in bold and italics, and all 

major words are capitalized. The text of this section starts as a new paragraph. 

 Fourth Level Header. The fourth level header should be indented .5 inches, in bold, 

with all major words capitalized, and ending with a period. The text of this section will begin on 

the same line and continue as a normal paragraph. 
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 Fifth Level Header. The fifth and final level of heading should be indented 0.5 inches, be 

in bold and italics, all of the major words capitalized, and ending with a period. The text will 

begin on the same line and continue as a normal paragraph. 
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